
 

Appendix I:   
1) June 12 public hearing public comment summary  
2) Emails and letters sent directly to County staff or which were 

forwarded to staff by BRC Commissioners 
 
Public comments from the Blue Ribbon Commission’s June 12, 2008 meeting: 
 
• St. Louis County Circuit Court Judge Carolyn C. Whittington discussed both 

the need for a new family courts building and renovations to the existing 
County Courthouse.   

• Maplewood Mayor Mark Langston expressed his concerns about current 
plans that call for a Hanley Road “fly-over” to be built over Manchester 
Road.  He asked that any re-construction of the intersection be “at grade.” 

• Tim Fischesser, Executive Director of St. Louis County’s Municipal League, 
explained that the League endorses the idea of placing a “use” tax on the 
ballot for public vote, but that it had no desire to conflict with any ballot 
measures St. Louis County may be contemplating.  He also discussed the 
need for an interoperable communications system and the need for an 
expanded Metrolink. 

• Richard Dockett, a University City resident, spoke on behalf of St. Louis 
Area Concerned Taxpayers.  Mr. Dockett encouraged St. Louis County to 
do what it could to generate greater levels of African American workers in 
future construction projects.  He also expressed his concern with Metro’s 
spending. 

 
Public comments from the Blue Ribbon Commission’s June 17, 2008 meeting: 

• Bill Hartmann, an instructor at Forest Park Community College, described 
himself as a spokesman for both his students and residents who live north 
of Olive Boulevard.  Hartmann was concerned that St. Louis County would 
reduce its portion of Metrolink funding if voters reject Prop M.  He said many 
of his students from North County use public transportation to get to and 
from school.  “We need ‘Plan B’ in the event that Prop M fails,” he said. 

 
• Ann Mack, Executive Director of Trailnet encouraged St. Louis County to 

develop an improvement plan for Hanley Road that placed more of an 
emphasis on pedestrians and bicycle riders.  “If you design for cars, you’ll 
get more cars.  If you design for people, you’ll get more people,” Mack said.  
“Is the goal really to move cars as fast as we can through our communities?  
If we get this wrong, it’s a 50-year-plus mistake.” 

 



 

• Ginger Harris suggested that the County’s Department of Highways and 
Traffic place a quarter-cent sales tax initiative on an upcoming ballot – with 
the funds generated dedicated exclusively for highways use. 

 
• Gary Higgs shared his concerns about the lack of a “harmonized addressing 

system in St. Louis County.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


















